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Problems in Expanding a Ministry
Acts 17:1-14

Introduction:
I. Attempts to Supplant our Goals – [See Acts 16:16-22]
A. Our Job is not to Change the Old Society -

It is not our job to correct all of the ills in our society. 40% of the Roman Empire were slaves. Paul cast the demons out of that slave girl, but he did nothing about the issue of slavery. He sent Onesimus (a slave) back to Philemon (a Christian slave owner) without condemning slavery.
Paul’s purpose was to change one Christian slave owner in relation to one Christian slave – one at a time. There were evils in the Roman Society: Gross injustices, flagrant inequalities. Paul did not preach about any of them.
B. Our Job is to Create a New Society – 
Man’s first sin (eating the forbidden fruit) separated man from God. Man’s second sin (Cain’s killing Abel) separated man from man. The social gospel puts the cart before the horse. They try to get man reconciled to man, before they get man reconciled to God. There is a social side to the gospel.
Missionaries have been at the forefront in dealing with social ills: They have excelled in medicine: Hospitals, Orphanages, Leper colonies, Taught sanitation and prevention.
They have excelled in education: Built schools, Installed printing presses.
However, their primary purpose was to win men to Christ. Get a person right with God and he will soon get right with men.
That is what the Lottie Moon offering is about - SBC missionaries do not have to spend 2 or more years. Raising money to get to the field; they go immediately and get to the work of winning souls for Christ. But they can’t do their part unless we do our part of giving for missions.
Paul did not address the social problem of slavery, He addressed the spiritual problem of sin.
II. Attempts to Subvert our Goals – 17:1-10
A. The Synagogue – 17:1
“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to ﻿﻿Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.”

They passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia. They were smaller towns and maybe had no synagogue. “Where there was a synagogue of the Jews” seems to be a contrast with the rest of the sentence.
Paul went to the large cities. Thessalonica was a chief city of Macedonia. It was named for the wife of its founder, Cassander, who also was step-sister of Alexander the Great.
The synagogue was the logical place to start: A knowledge of God and a working knowledge of the Scriptures. No doubt the people in Thessalonica, who believed in Jesus, would be able to get the Word to these smaller towns.
B. The Sabbaths – 17:2-3

1. Paul’s Method – 17:2

“Then Paul, as his custom was, ﻿﻿went in to them, and for three Sabbaths ﻿﻿reasoned with them from the Scriptures,”
Question: Why go on the Sabbath day?
· That’s when the people are there,
The Jews were there as well as a large number of Gentiles who were fed-up with the polytheism and idolatry of the pagan religions.
· Paul would get an opportunity to preach.

Paul was a rabbi. Silas was from Jerusalem. Timothy’s father was a Gentile, but he had been circumcised making him a completed Jew.
2. Paul’s Message – 17:3 
“explaining and demonstrating ﻿﻿that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 

The Jews were looking for a Messiah who would deliver them from Rome and rule the world through Israel. Paul would show them that before Messiah can rule, He has to redeem. He would emphasize passages like Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. Jesus fulfilled all of the prophecies concerning Messiah’s birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension. 

Then he would show that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. That would soon get him into trouble, but not before he convinced the open-minded. 
C. The Saints – 17:4

“And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and ﻿﻿Silas.”
1. Some - of the Jews
They were persuaded – not by Paul, but by the Scriptures. No number is given, but this seems to be the smallest group.

2. A Great Multitude - of the Greeks
Some of these Greeks are probably proselytes not pagans. The location is still seems to be the synagogue. These Greeks are there. If not full proselytes, they at least had come out of paganism.
But, remember that Paul was preaching in the city during the week as well. Many pagans will be reached there.

3. A More than a Few – of the Leading Women.
These were prominent woman of the city. They often gathered at the synagogue socially.
Paul will write to them in after a short period and say: when you ﻿﻿received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it ﻿﻿not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God. (I Thess. 2:13)
 Paul also wrote: you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, (I Thess. 1:9)
D. The Strife – 17:5
“But the Jews ﻿﻿who were not persuaded, ﻿﻿becoming ﻿envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of ﻿﻿Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.”
The Jews who did not believe were not willing to leave it there. They got a mob of useless men together and started an uproar. I like KJV rendering of this “lewd fellows of the baser sort.”

It looks like Philippi all over again. But this time they were warned and sent the missionaries, who were staying with Jason, away.
E. The Solution – 17:6-10a


1. Jason’s arrest – 17:6a

“But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, 

Jason apparently had stayed home to face the mob. So they dragged him and some other believers off to the rulers.
2. Jason’s arraignment – 17:6b-7
“crying out, ﻿﻿“These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. ﻿7﻿ Jason has ﻿﻿harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, ﻿﻿saying there is another king—Jesus.” 

What a tribute to Paul and the Gospel. In just 3 or 4 weeks they had turned the city upside down. Or, in reality, they had turned it right side up. It was already upside down. 

When Paul came to town and preached the gospel, everyone knew about it and took sides – They were either glad or mad. They accepted the message. Or, they rejected it. No one was undecided.
3. Jason’s arrangement – 17:8-10a
a. The Problem of the Justices – 17:8

﻿
“And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things.”
They seem to be fair-minded men. There is not much evidence against them. Maybe they had heard of their Roman citizenship.
On the other hand, the Jews could be hard to handle. They had influence. The mob is bent on trouble. They are acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.
b. The promise of Jason – 17:9-10a
“So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.  Then ﻿﻿the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea.”
Apparently Jason either put up some kind of surety that he would see to it that Paul made no more trouble is Thessalonica. Paul saw it as a trick of Satan. 
I Thessalonians 2:18
﻿﻿“Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but ﻿﻿Satan hindered us.”
But, right or wrong, Jason had given his pledge, so Paul honored it. But that did not subvert his goal, it just caused him to find another method for achieving it. Instead of speaking to them, he will write to them and it will be preserved for all time. Millions will be saved as a result.

III. Attempts to Suppress our Goal – 17:10b-14
A. Paul’s Coming to Berea – 17:10b

“When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews”
Berea was about 50 miles southwest. Timothy may have accompanied them or joined them later.

They went into the synagogue. What, again. Don’t you ever learn?
This was the method that Paul preferred. And it was obviously the method the Holy Spirit had laid on his heart. This time it will be different. 

B. Paul’s Contacts in Berea – 17:11
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and ﻿﻿searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”
They were more fair-minded – well-born or high-born. They welcomed the Word with great eagerness. What a contrast to other Jews on this trip!

Note: this does not mean that they just swallowed everything Paul said without checking it out. They also searched the Scriptures daily to see if Paul was telling the truth.

C. Paul’s Converts in Berea – 17:12

“Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 

This makes sense. If Paul is preaching the Word and they are checking it out to see if it is true, when they find it to be true they will believe it and be saved. The problem is to find people who will listen and then think about it. Those will be saved.

D. Paul’s Conflicts in Berea – 17:13
“But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds.”
Those Jews from Thessalonica just won’t quit. No wonder, they are empowered by Satan. His purpose has been the same from the beginning- to be above God, Himself. They won’t quit until Satan quits and he will quit at the end of the millennium when he is cast into the lake of fire with all those who have followed after and served him. 

E. Paul’s Concern for Berea – 17:14
“Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there.”
Paul had finished his mission and is satisfied to go on to the next planned stop, Athens.
According to verse 15 some men went with Paul to assure his safe trip. Silas and Timothy stayed there to help the young church. Later they will join Paul in Athens. (I Thess. 3:1-2, 6)
Conclusion: 

The beat goes on. For almost 2000 years that same message has been preached.

Satan has not changed his tactics. He will tempt us to:

1. Supplant the message with something else- good but not the best.
2. Subvert the message- compromise it so that we don’t offend others of different religions. There are many ways to heaven. Jesus is a way not the way
3. Suppress the message – water it down so that we do not preach the whole council of God. (Acts 20:27)
Just preach what people want to hear. Then we can fill the pews and pay the bills.
